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The Chabad House Across From Hitler’s House

By Menachem Posner
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The Chabad center in Munich, Germany, sits directly across the street from the nine-room luxury apartment at Prinzregentenplatz 16, left, which became home to Adolf Hitler in 1929.


The Chabad center in Munich, Germany, seems like thousands of others in 100 countries and territories around the globe. Located in the center of town, it is the site of busy Jewish activity—prayers, holiday celebrations, Torah classes—from morning until evening.


What sets it apart is that it sits directly across the street from the nine-room luxury apartment at Prinzregentenplatz 16, which became home to Adolf Hitler in 1929. It was there that he conducted high-level negotiations prior to the start of World War II with such leaders as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Neville Chamberlain, Italian Prime Minister and leader of the National Fascist Party Benito Mussolini, and others. 
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Rabbi Yochanan Gordon sets up an oversized outdoor menorah for Chanukah. (Photo: Mitya Kolomiyets)


Following Germany’s defeat and Hitler’s death, the building was eventually occupied by the Munich Financing Office for the state of Bavaria. The second floor (third floor in American convention), including Hitler’s apartment, now houses the headquarters of the regional police of Munich and is not open to the public.


“We always knew about the history of that building,” says Robert Rajber, who grew up in Munich in the 1960s and is now president of the city’s Maccabi sports club. “But we made nothing of it. Every other building in this city has a dark Holocaust history, and if you cannot live with that, you cannot live in Munich.”


Rajber, whose parents were Polish-born Holocaust survivors, says “in those days, Judaism kept a low profile in city. The synagogue was in the backyard; there were no signs. If you were not Jewish, you could almost not know that there was Jewish life here.”


He says all that changed when Rabbi Yisroel and Chana Diskin came to establish Chabad Lubawitsch Munich in 1988. They had arrived after decades of dedicated work by Rabbi Avrohom Yitzchak Glick of London, a roving Chabad emissary, who initiated a Chabad presence in many European nations.


“The Diskins taught us to celebrate our Judaism—to be proud and positive about our identity, not to shy away from it or pretend it does not exist,” says Rajber. “Before they came, I wondered what they could possibly add to our community, but they have really changed everything here for the better.”


Chabad moved in across the way from Hitler’s penthouse apartment in 1993. Also located on the second floor, the Chabad center’s presence is clearly marked by a sign next to the street-level entrance and does not hide that it houses Jewish activity.

[image: image3.jpg]



Gordon wraps tefillin with photographer Mitya Kolomiyets. In the background is the building in which Hitler once lived.

In the years since, it has become a magnet for the city’s Jewish residents and tourists. The youngest Jewish Münchner comes with their parents for children’s programs, youth minyan and bar and bat mitzvah preparation, while the older set is attracted to lectures, holiday meals and other events that take place regularly.
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Lighting candles for the eight-day holiday of Chanukah. (Photo: Mitya Kolomiyets)


At the time the Diskins arrived, the Jewish community was estimated at about 3,000 people. With the fall of the Iron Curtain in neighboring Russia to the east, that number swelled to 10,000. In addition, many thousands of Israelis living there who have not officially joined the community participate regularly in Chabad activities.


In 2010, the Diskins’ activities expanded to the point that they were joined by their grown daughter, Chaya Mushka, and her husband, Rabbi Yochanan Gordon, who focus on children’s activities and advanced programs geared for people who have embraced Jewish observance. In 2015, their team grew again when their daughter Malky and her husband, Rabbi Levi Freedman, opened a division focusing specifically on teens and students.


“For the most part, we’re all oblivious to the fact that the building across the way has such a dark past,” says the British-born Gordon. “That is our ultimate triumph. Hitler schemed to snuff out Judaism in every part of the world. And here we are across the street from his home, thriving and growing, barely conscious of the fact that he once lived so close by.”


He reports that in his years at the center, they have never experienced any fallout from neo-Nazis, white supremacists or other groups with racist undertones who may be attracted to the former residence of history’s most diabolical statesman. On the contrary, he says that the only time he even thinks of Hitler’s apartment is when he shows it to visitors as a demonstration of Judaism’s triumph in Germany.
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Chabad moved in across the way from Hitler’s penthouse apartment in 1993. In the years since, it has become a magnet for Jewish residents and tourists. (Photo: Mitya Kolomiyets)


“From Chabad, we learned to be proud of our Judaism and to live it up,” attests Rajber. “It feels good to have our Chabad House there.”

Reprinted from the December 18, 2017 website of Yeshiva World News courtesy of Chabad.Org News.

Parashat Vayigash
The Master of Self-Control
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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The Torah in Parashat Vayigash tells the dramatic story of Yosef’s revelation of his identity to his brothers.  The revelation came on the heels of Yehuda’s impassioned plea to Yosef to allow Binyamin, the youngest brother, to return home to Eretz Yisrael.  Yehuda’s petition pulled all the right strings, as it were, of Yosef’s heart, and the Torah says that Yosef was unable to contain himself.  Overcome by emotion, Yosef felt he could no longer continue concealing his identity from his brothers, and he announced, “I am Yosef.”

 

It is noteworthy, however, that even in these moments of overpowering emotion, Yosef still remained fully in control.  The Torah writes that before revealing his identity, Yosef announced that everyone else, all the Egyptian servants who were present in the room, should leave.  He did not want to subject his brothers to unnecessary embarrassment by having other people hear of how they mistreated Yosef.  This was a private family affair, and it would have been wholly inappropriate to expose the story to people on the outside.  Yosef therefore took a moment before revealing his identity to ensure absolute privacy.  Even at this moment when, as the Torah tells us, Yosef could no longer hold himself back from telling his brothers who he was, he actually was able to hold himself back long enough to ensure that this would be done in a proper, dignified fashion.

 

Yosef was a master of self-control.  Like other great Sadikim, he always retained his composure and never lost himself.  At times of overwhelming emotion, such as anger or frustration, we so often lose self-control and act in ways in which we would never normally act, only to feel sincere regret afterward.  The Sadikim, however, are always in control of themselves, they always have their emotions in check.  Remarkably, even when the Torah describes Yosef as “losing control,” he clearly did not really lose it entirely.  He still had the presence of mind, patience and discipline to act with propriety and discretion, and not with raw impulse.

 

While we may not be able to reach the exalted level of Yosef Ha’sadik, we must learn the lesson that emerges from his conduct in this episode.  Emotions are part of the human condition, but they must always be kept under our control.  We must never allow an offensive remark or a stressful period of life to overtake us to the point where we speak and act without thinking.  We can and must exert control over ourselves and ensure to speak and act in a manner that we will not regret later. 

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayigash 5778 website of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.
Thoughts that Count for Parashat Vayigash

And you shall tell my father of all my honor in Egypt (Gen. 45:13)


"Tell my father not to worry," Joseph requested of his brothers. "All the honor and respect heaped upon me by the Egyptians has not had a negative effect. It has not made me lose the humility necessary to worship G-d properly." (Gedolei Hachasidut)
Reprinted from Issue #193 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Vayigash 5752/1991), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parashat Vayigash 5778
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The statement of our father Jacob to the Pharaoh of Egypt that “my years of life have been few and most unpleasant” is most perplexing. We all know the well-known anecdote that one of the most disappointing things in life is to ask someone how he or she is and they actually tell you. One would’ve expected that Jacob would have answered the Pharaoh in a general, positive fashion.

 


Rashi interprets the answer of Jacob in the light of his deteriorated physical condition that he presented to the Pharaoh.  He wanted Pharaoh to realize that the lines in his face were well-earned. He also wanted him to realize that the lives of even the most righteous of people and the holiest of families can also be troubled and difficult.

 


He was teaching the Pharaoh the great lesson that in this world good is its own reward and that it does not necessarily carry with it physical comfort and emotional serenity. He was telling the Pharaoh not to judge him or his family by the shortsighted yardstick of material success and lifelong leisure.

 


This was his explanation of the great Jewish lesson, ‘that the race is neither to the swift nor success to those who deem themselves to be wise.’ The Pharaoh is accustomed to immediate reward and benefit, to royal garments and gilded chariots. Jacob informs him that that this is a false measure of life and achievement. Though Jacob lived a stormy and often tragic life, it is he who blesses the Pharaoh for he, Jacob possesses the gift of the future and of immortality.

 


How sad it is if a person has to look back at one’s lifetime and feel that somehow life cheated him or that he deserved better! The ability to deal with the vicissitudes of life, its downs as well as its ups, in the strength of belief that everything is from the hand of our Creator, has always been the great characteristic of the Jewish people.

 


Jacob can look back upon the life of turbulence, disappointments and sadness and yet see for himself and his progeny greatness and immortal memory. The Pharaoh must have realized that a blessing from this old broken Jewish stranger was of enormous value to him in Egypt. Often times in history it is the unlikely and seemingly downtrodden individual who holds the key to future developments and to the correct worldview of situations and conditions.

 


As long as Jacob lives there will no longer be a famine that will affect Egypt. The Pharaoh must have undoubtedly realized the gift of this blessing to Egypt. But like many people who will receive blessings in this world, he seems not to be impressed sufficiently by the matter to change policies, attitudes or behavior.

 


But Jacob and his descendants will haunt Egyptian society for centuries until it finally will overwhelm it. This has been the lot and mission of Israel over its very long,and troublesome but great history.

Reprinted from the Parashat Vayigash 5758 website of Rabbiwein.com

How a Painful Exile Can Strengthen the Jew
Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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The Jewish nation has endured four exiles: The first in Egypt, the second in Babylonia, the third in Assyria. The fourth and final exile is the one we have been in for the last two thousand years, the "exile of Edom." (Edom stands for Rome, and symbolizes the countries of the Western world.)

The Torah portion of Vayigash delineates the beginning of the Jewish people's journey into exile. G-d appeared to Jacob and promised, "I will descend with you into Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again." Bolstered by this promise, Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt and began the Jewish people's 210-year sojourn there.


In many respects the exile in Egypt was the harshest of all the exiles; it occurred before the giving of the Torah, which afforded future generations the strength to withstand the suffering. Also, as with other painful experiences, the first time it occurs the wound is always the deepest and the hardest to overcome.


In addition, the Jews' exile in Egypt differed from future ones in that all Jews were involved. Later exiles found Jews scattered all over the world, assuring that whenever Jews were discriminated against in one country there were other lands in which they enjoyed relative freedom, and could come to the aid of their brethren.


Furthermore, Egypt itself was a land that posed particular difficulties. Not only was it spiritually corrupt, but our Sages describe it as a fortified country from which not even one slave could escape.


This first and most difficult exile served one positive purpose--to act as preparation for the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. Egypt was the crucible in which the Jewish nation was purified and made worthy of the Torah.


We learn this from the Hebrew name for Egypt, "Mitzrayim," which comes from the word meaning "limitation" and "constriction."


When water's flow is artificially blocked by placing an obstruction in its path, the water flows even more forcefully because of the temporary impasse. When one's thumb is held over the tap to partially obstruct the flow, the water shoots out that much more forcefully from the faucet.


Such is the Divine purpose of our exile, to uncover within every Jew the hidden strengths and stores of faith that are in the Jewish soul. The difficulties and pressures of the exile cause these inner qualities and self-sacrifice to be revealed.


The experience of exile can be used for our maximum benefit--to strengthen our commitment to Torah and mitzvot. Just as the Jews eventually left Egypt victorious and with "great wealth," and were worthy of receiving the Torah, may we be worthy to usher in the Messianic era, now.

Reprinted from Issue #193 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Vayigash 5752/1991), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

More Thoughts that Count

And he saw all the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him (45:27)


Rashi comments that with these wagons Joseph alluded to the very last subject in Torah he had learned with his father Jacob before being sold into slavery, that of the egla arufa (beheaded heifer). When Jacob saw the wagons (agalot--the same root word as egla), he realized that his son was sending the message that he had not forgotten all that he had learned with his father so many years ago. We see from this that seemingly insignificant actions of the righteous are fraught with meaning and serve as lessons and examples for those who take heed. (Maayana Shel Torah)

Reprinted from Issue #193 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Vayigash 5752/1991), a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Tragic Fire Strikes Azan Family of Midwood; Mother And 3 Children Niftar

By Yosef Caldwell and Rafael Hoffman
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The Azan family celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of a son at the Kosel Ma’aravi, the Western Wall in Jerusalem.


BROOKLYN - A horrific tragedy struck the Midwood community early Monday, as a fire tore through the Azan family home on E. 14th St. between Aves. S and T, killing the mother and three of her children.


The niftarim have been identified as Mrs. Aliza Azan, 39, a”h, and her children Moshe, 11, z”l; Yitzchak, 7, z”l; and Henrietta, 3, a”h.


The father, Yossi, and children Shilat, 16, and Daniel, 15, are in critical condition but are expected to survive.


Another son, Avraham, 13, as well as a cousin who was in the home, were treated for minor injuries and released.


The fire began shortly after 2:00 a.m. Monday on the first floor of the three-story home, caused by a lit menorah, according to the FDNY.


Avraham and the cousin, sleeping on the first floor, are believed to have been alerted to the fire by a beeping smoke alarm, said FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro. Neighbors were also alerted by the alarm and called 911.


Firefighters arriving at the scene less than three minutes later confronted a fast-moving fire that “met them at the front door,” said Nigro.


“It took very aggressive action by the firefighters, knowing there were people inside, to move their hose lines in to make their searches.”


The fire had traveled quickly up the stairs to the upper floors, where the deceased and critically-injured victims were sleeping. Mr. Azan was severely burned; he “acted very courageously,” helping to get Daniel and Shilat out of the home, said Nigro. Mr. Azan tried going back in to save the others, but was unable to.


He “tried desperately, and hopefully it didn’t cost him his life also,” said Nigro.


Mr. Azan is known to all in the community as manager of the hat department at The Hat Box men’s clothing store on Coney Island and Avenue O. He often sought to help people of limited means, offering discounts and credit. Neighbors and friends who spoke with Hamodia say the family is beloved by all who know them, and the Azan home is one of Torah, chesed and love for chachamim.

Mr. Azan “is such a good person – always happy,” said Yaakov Hazan, a family friend. “He is always running after mitzvot, asking everyone how they are doing, and going to extremes to help people.”


Mrs. Azan, a”h, was the daughter of, ybl”c, Harav Avraham Hamra, shlita, who served as the last chief rabbi of Damascus, from 1976-1994, when he immigrated to Israel. He is currently a rav in Holon.


Mr. Azan “has raised a home of bnei Torah, in which everyone has their priorities straight, and there is such chashivutfor Torah and mitzvot,” said Hazan. “I was just in their home last Shabbat, when they were hosting a Rosh Yeshivafrom Israel – there were divrei Torah and singing. He was offering food and serving everyone; in his own home, he acted like a servant.”

“This was a case of tzaddik v’ra lo,” continued Hazan. “The Sefer Hayashar says that when the community needs a kapparah, Hashem has to choose a righteous family – one that is raui lekach.”

Following news of the tragedy, communal organizations sprang into action to assist the family and the community.


Misaskim worked with the Medical Examiner’s office to ensure that the niftarim were released by Monday afternoon. In light of the wide media coverage of the tragedy, extra care was taken to ensure that the release itself took place respectfully, away from press photography, Rabbi Yanky Meyer of Misaskim told Hamodia.


FDNY personnel in the Azan family home following the tragic fire Monday. (Yosef Caldwell/Hamodia)


Several of the Azan children had been classmates of the Sassoon children who were also niftar in a tragic fire, in March 2015. Rabbi Meyer said that he received a text message from Mr. Gaby Sassoon on Monday asking if there was anything he could do to help.


As news of the tragedy spread, Chai Lifeline added extra staff to its 24-hour crisis hotline to handle additional calls coming in from distressed members of the community.


“We’ve already gotten hundreds of calls, not only from the area, but from all over,” Zahava Farbman, associate project director for Chai Lifeline’s crisis intervention, trauma and bereavement services, told Hamodia. “It’s very scary and confusing and, of course, sad. We’re doing what we can to help them deal with it.”


In addition to directing broader efforts regarding the tragedy, Mrs. Farbman has been working directly with the Azan family since she was called to scene and then to the hospital in the early hours of Monday morning.


Conference calls were scheduled with rabbeim, rabbonim and other community leaders to offer guidance as to how to counsel those in need of comfort. A community-wide event was in the process of being planned as well.


Yeshiva Ateret Torah, where the Azan children attended, is closed for its Chanukah break until Wednesday, but Chai Lifeline is preparing programs to help classmates and others in the school cope with the situation.

Mrs. Farbman stressed the importance of “validating” the feelings of children in their reactions to the situation.


“It’s important to be there for them,” she said. “Don’t expect any particular reaction – in a certain sense, anything is normal.”


Audrey Grazi, co-director of the Mental Health Resourses division of Sepharic Bikur Cholim, was also on the scene of the fire, offering assistance to the many who flocked to the Azan home.


 “We tried to help people gain clarity about their feelings and helped a lot of the family out with some of the logistics,” she told Hamodia. “We are all in shock; there is not much to say in such a situation. The community is very close, and when something like this happens, everybody is affected by it.”


The levayah is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. Monday at Shevet Achim, on Ave. T between East 7th and East 8th Streets. The aronos will then be flown to Eretz Yisrael, where a levayah will be held at the Holon cemetery at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday. Shiva will be observed at 106 Arlozorov Street in Holon.

Readers are asked to daven for the refuah sheleima of Yosef ben Ahuva Masuda, Shilat bas Aliza and Daniel ben Aliza, b’soch sh’ar cholei Yisrael.

Reprinted from the December 18th and 19th editions of the Hamodia.
Klal Yisroel Erupts in Joy

President Trump Frees Sholom Rubashkin
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President Donald Trump on Wednesday, December 20th issued a commutation of Sholom Rubashkin’s 27-year sentence, freeing a man who in eight years has become an exemplar of achdus, the subject of countless tefillos, and a repository of hope and faith for so many. 


Within minutes of the news flash, more than 1,000 people began dancing in front of Rubashkin’s butcher store in Boro Park, with large sections of 14th Avenue closed off. 


Maariv in “770,” the Lubavitch world headquarters in Crown Heights, was recited in the nusach of Yom Tov, and there was dancing in dozens of shuls marking the end of Chanukah — from Monsey to London and Yerushalayim. 


“He is a Klal Yisrael Yid,” Moshe Gold told Hamodia. “The entire Klal Yisrael, from all walks of life, davened for him for years and are now celebrating.” 
A Hamodia reporter standing on 14th Avenue in front of the store, owned by Mr. Rubashkin’s father, Avraham Aharon, texted: “Must be a thousand people here.” 


Songs such as “Didan Natzach,” “Chasdei Hashem” and “Ahalilu” were roared out by jubilant supporters across the Jewish world. Celebratory parties sprang up spontaneously and dancing went on until late into the night. 


Mr. Rubashkin, a 57-year-old father of 10 children, was greeted in Monsey last night with ecstatic singing and dancing, with thousands of people rushing to his home in Southgate. He had been released hours earlier from Otisville medium security prison in upstate New York where he spent the past nearly eight years. 
Haindel Breuer, a Kol Mevaser announcer, tweeted Wednesday night that Mr. Rubashkin was in the middle of a Chanukah mesibah with his fellow inmates on Wednesday evening when he received the news. 


“He just finished reading a letter from one of his children that said, ‘Hashem will help and you’ll be released today,’” Breuer posted. A warden then walked in to tell him that he was getting released immediately. 


The commutation ends a years-long effort by numerous askanim, elected officials and justice campaigners. The White House wrote in a press release that the president made the decision after he was “encouraged by bipartisan leaders from across the political spectrum, from Nancy Pelosi to Orrin Hatch.”

Reprinted from the Parshas Vayigash 5778 email of Lekavod Shabbos Magazine.
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